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Building the Pile

Once you have your composter set up, you are ready to build your first pile. Build the pile with
green and brown materials of approximately equal volume. Kitchen scraps (remember, no
meat) and grass clipping are examples of green materials. Dry leaves, cardboard, newspapers,
and wood chips are examples of browns.

Adding Materials

You can add materials any time. Remember to always bury fresh kitchen scraps in the middle of
the pile, covering them with partially decomposed material. No meat, bones, or fish should be
included.

Speeding Up the Process
e Chop or shred materials, especially if they are dry or woody
e Turn the pile
e Keep the pile moist to accelerate the composting process

Harvesting Your Compost
Finished compost is dark brown, crumbly, and moist, with a pleasant, earthy aroma. Large
pieces can be screened out and returned to a fresh pile.

Using Your Compost
You can use your compost as a soil amendment by digging it into the earth, as a mulch by

spreading it around plants, or as an ingredient in potting mix.

MATERIALS FOR A BACKYARD BIN

CARBON SOURCES (BROWNS) NITROGEN SOURCES (GREENS)
Dry Leaves Grass Clippings
Bark Vegetable Scraps
Paper Spent Plants
Sawdust Seedless Weeds
Hay Manure

MATERIALS TO AVOID

Meat and Bones, Fats and Oils, Dairy Products, Dog or Cat Feces, Ashes, Diseased Plants,
Weeds That Have Gone to Seed, Pesticides and Poisons




TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE

Sour Smell Too much water

Add high carbon material (brown stuff)

Ammonia Smell Too much nitrogen

Add high carbon material (brown stuff)

Sweet Smell/Cool Pile Pile too small/not enough nitrogen

Add high nitrogen material (green stuff)
Add more material of both types

Animals Pests Animal products
Racoons, Opossums, Rats

Bury all vegetative food scraps, remove all meat, bones, dairy
products, fats

Insect Pests Food scraps
Gnats, Flies

Bury all vegetative food scraps




